
Are you (at the 
application deadline) in 

the possession of a 
doctoral degree? 

Is your PhD diploma in 
English? Yes

Copy of PhD 
diploma

No

Copy of PhD 
diploma + English 

translation

Documents needed:

What document(s) to add to prove that you are an experienced 
researcher?

No

Show that you have 4 years Full-
Time Equivalent research 

experience

Have you been enrolled in a 
PhD programme for more than 
4 years (full-time equivalent)?

Statement by the graduate school / 
university administration that you were 

enrolled in a PhD programme for the 
claimed period of time (at least 4 years 

full-time equivalent).

Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Research Experience is 
measured from the date when a researcher obtained 

the degree entitling him/her to embark on a doctorate 
(either in the country in which the degree was 

obtained or in the country in which the researcher is 
recruited or from where he/she is seconded), even if a 

doctorate was never started or envisaged. 

Note: a personal 
translation is accepted 
at time of submission. 
An official translation 

might be needed in the 
HR process after a 

fellowship is offered.

Yes Did you already receive 
your diploma? Yes

No

Official statement (in English) by 
the graduate school / university 
administration of the date of the 

successful PhD defense

B. Show the date you obtained 
the degree entitling you to 

embark on a doctorate

C. Show research time since you 
obtained the degree entitling you 

to embark on a doctorate

Follow steps at B Follow steps at C

A Start questions

+

+

Yes

No

Then you need to go through 
both step B and C below, and 

include all documentation asked 
for at submission.

 

  



Is the degree entitling you to 
embark on a doctorate a 

Master degree?
Yes Is your diploma in 

English? Yes
Copy of Master 

diploma

No

Copy of Master 
diploma + English 

translation

Note: a personal 
translation is accepted 
at time of submission. 
An official translation 

might be needed in the 
HR process after a 

fellowship is offered.No

Were you entitled to 
embark on a doctorate with 

this degree in  ... 

In the country you 
are currently 

working / studying?

In the country of 
your Host 

Institution?

In the country you 
obtained the 

degree?

Proof that this 
degree is enough to 
embark on a PhD in 
any of the countries 

shown to the left

If yes to (at least) 
one of these questions

Note: official 
documents are 
needed; a letter 

from a supervisor is 
not accepted. 

Is your diploma in 
English? Yes

Copy of diploma

No
Copy of diploma + 
English translation

Note: a personal 
translation is accepted 
at time of submission. 
An official translation 

might be needed in the 
HR process after a 

fellowship is offered.

B Show the date you obtained the degree entitling 
you to embark on a doctorate

Date degree 
= Date on 

Master 
diploma

Date degree 
= Date on 
diploma

Documents needed:

+

 



C Show research time since you obtained the 
degree entitling you to embark on a doctorate

Have you been enrolled in a 
PhD programme?

Did you do research during 
a Master studies since you 

obtained the degree entitling 
you to embark on a 

doctorate?

Did you do research in any 
other job since you obtained 
the degree entitling you to 

embark on a doctorate?

Note that only research time can be included 
after the date determined in step B

Yes

Official statement by the graduate 
school / university administration 
that you were enrolled in a PhD 

programme for the claimed period 
of time. Specifically mention 

whether this was full-time or not. In 
case of part-time, include a %.

Yes

Official statement by the graduate 
school / university administration of 

the research time during your 
Master studies

Yes

Letter by your manager stating the 
period of time working in their 

organization and the percentage of 
time spent on research while 

working there

+

+

>= 
4 years FTE research experience

Documents needed:

Is the total 
research time since you obtained 

the degree entitling you to embark 
on a doctorate more than 4 years 

full-time equivalent?

Yes

Include all documents needed 
(from step B and C) in one pdf file 

and upload this in the system

No

We are sorry, but you are 
not eligible to our 

programme

Yes and No

Yes and No

Yes and No

 


